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2nd December 2021

Leadership Report/Weekly Roundup
PREP-2 ZOO TRIP
Can I just say a huge thank you to the staff
and students that went on the P-2 Halls Gap
Zoo trip last Friday. It was a great day with
great people. Could not be prouder of all
involved!
TRAFFIC SAFETY
We had an exceedingly close call this week with a near miss of a
student being hit by a car on their way to school.
I cannot emphasise enough how important it is for students to
be alert, pay attention and obey all road rules when travelling to
school (this includes via bike, scooter, skateboard, walking or
even getting out of a car to cross the road)
STOP – CHECK – CHECK AGAIN – BE AWARE – BE
SENSIBLE – BE SAFE
For those old enough to remember I had the message drilled
into me by HECTOR THE CAT!
Over the past couple of weeks I have had distressed parents,
community members and staff report to me students:
crossing in front of cars (even when they have made eye
contact with the driver)
riding their bikes down the middle of Taverner Street
not looking AT ALL when crossing the road
cutting corners and not looking
reckless behaviour on bikes and scooters on the footpath
not wearing helmets
Please ensure that your child knows
and practices safe road rules and
that they are age appropriate in
regards to riding bikes and scooters
independently.

Calendar
December
Fri 3rd

Grade 3/4/5/6 excursion Horsham
Last official day for Yr 10

Mon 6th - Transition Days (P-9)
Tue 7th
Wed 8th - Activities Week - See
Wed 15th attached timetable
Thu 16th

Presentation Night - Doors
open 6.00pm for 6.30pm
start

Fri 17th

Last day of school (2pm
dismissal)

January
Fri 28th

Staff return

Mon 31st Students return

February
Fri 11th

Swimming Sports - P-12

Upcoming Meetings
School Council
Monday 6th December at 7.30pm
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Leadership Report and Weekly Roundup continued...
CAMPS & EXCURSIONS – EXTRA CURRICULA ACTIVITIES
Can I give a huge SHOUT OUT to all the staff that have worked
feverishly to organise all the camps and trips at the end of this
year. These are all extra-curricula activities. These staff are
exhausted (after another difficult year) but, as always, they have
the best interests of the kids at heart and want to make up for all
the activities that have been missed during 2021.
On these trips and camps staff have a huge responsibility with duty of care for every single student.
Staff have to be hyper-vigilant for every second of this time and they do not get paid overtime.
I don’t think we are asking too much for a simple thank you from students and parents at the end
of each trip!
Check out the rest of the newsletter to see the fun our students have been having!
BOOK LISTS & PARENT PAYMENTS
Parent payments are not to be paid until 2022, but PLEASE bring back booklists in
the next week so that we can give them to Martin to organise for next year (money
to be paid to him on pick up).
IF YOUR CHILD IS ILL…
Please, do not send your child/ren to school if they are feeling ill. We understand this can be
difficult, but if they come to school and they are unwell, we will be calling you to come and pick
them up.
COVID CAREFUL…
Even though restrictions have relaxed a tad that does not mean that we should
let down our guard.
Remember the three key actions…
HAND SANITISING – SOCIAL DISTANCING – MASKS INSIDE
All students in Years 3-6 are required to wear masks inside…and Preps-2 are
encouraged to wear masks too!
PLEASE - if you feel unwell stay home and get it checked out!

As cases are getting closer to home please read the letter attached in regards to
the updated process involved in how COVID-19 cases are managed.
BUILDING WORKS UPDATE…On Tuesday afternoon we had a quick visit from
the Project Managers. Mr Leach and I gave them a tour of the school so they can
get their bearings and become familiar with the site. The final report for this
stage of the project has also been submitted for review. We are making
progress!! .

Semester 2 Reports
Once again we will be placing student reports on Compass.
If you wish to receive a paper copy of your student's report as well, please return the form sent
home with your eldest child to the front office by Friday 3rd December, 2021.
If you haven’t received a form please contact Mrs Gregory.

Reading Achievements
Week 6
Reading every night is a focus in
the Primary area this year.
This week we congratulate the following student:
125 Nights
Year 5/6: Evan

Canteen

HOL Celebration

The last day for canteen orders for the year will
be Friday 10th December
The following week on Monday 13th and Friday
17th there will be no canteen.
Students will need to pack their lunches for
these days.

The Hands On Learning students celebrated
the end of the year with a trip to Horsham for
a movie and ten pin bowling on Wednesday.
The movie was enjoyed by all - even Charlie
who had the director's cut commentary from
Mr. Smith! Bowling skills were improved over a
few games, and lots of laughs were had.
The students involved in HOL have had
another great year of learning new skills,
contributing to the community and developing
their teamwork skills, under the guidance of
Mr Smith and Miss Kruger.

Fountas & Pinnell books
During Remote Learning, a number of Fountas
and Pinnell books were sent home with
students.
Could families please check if they have any of
these and return them to the school before
the end of the year.

Junior School Presentation
Concert Costumes
Grade 5/6 - White t-shirt, runners and any
coloured shorts
Grade 3/4 - Girls – Black t-shirt, runners, any
coloured tutu and shorts
Boys - Black t-shirt, runners and shorts
Prep/1/2 - Girls – White t-shirt, runners,
grass skirt, lei and any coloured shorts
Boys - White t-shirt, runners, lei and any
coloured shorts.

Fletcher, Melissa, Natalie, Mr Smith,
Breanna, Kayden and Charlie

What's been going on in and around our school?
P-2 Excursion to Halls Gap Zoo

The meerkats were so
happy to see their friend
Mrs Petschel and the
Rainbow P-12 students

Noah and Emma bravely
pet the python

Yosha with her prize lemur

Hayden and Kolby
enjoying their icecream treat at the
zoo

The Prep, Grade 1 and Grade 2 students with
their teachers

Elsie, Hayden and
Kolby

Feeding the deer

Elsie has grown
some very long
horns!

What's been going on in and around our school?
Year 7/8 Excursion to Mildura

A whole lot of fun at mini golf, dodgem cars, laser tag and the arcade
The Year 7/8 students had a day trip to Mildura on Monday, where they played mini golf, won
tickets at the arcade, rode dodgem cars, played laser tag and did some shopping! It was a
wonderful day enjoyed by all.
*****
Our day in Mildura was definitely a great one to remember. One highlight for me was the putt-putt
mini golf, because I won in a team with Phoebe and Sally. The place was very colourful, and the
temperature was nice, so it was terrific to be there. There were 18 holes in the course, they were
all challenging to complete, and it was a lot of fun. There was an arcade and after mini golf we went
there and played a few games. So, the trip to Mildura was a lot of fun for everyone, students and
the teachers.
Amelie Fuller

Where's Coffey?

One of the first things we did when we got to Mildura was mini golf. After
mini golf we played at the arcade. Amelie and I played the claw machine.
You could win a teddy bear or if you didn’t get one you could get a roll of
Mentos. The first time Amelie missed the teddy but got the Mentos. The
second time I got a pink teddy bear but we didn’t want it so we gave it to
Mrs Cashill for our class mascot. Its name is Professor Pimple Butt. After
that we played at the arcade some more before doing the bumper cars.
Phoebe Bigham

Activities WeeK!
Wednesday 8th - Wednesday 15th
December 2021

WOW! Time flies when you’re having fun! It is that time of year again where the College is
organising end-of-year activities for Week 10 and Week 11 of term 4.
All Prep to Year 9 students and staff will be participating in a variety of activities and excursions.
Over the next few weeks, please make sure you read the newsletter for additional information
regarding Activities Week.
If you have any questions regarding the activities, excursions etc, please feel free to contact the
College on (03) 53 951 063.
Cost:
·There will be NO cost for any activities or excursions
·Students who are members of the Rainbow Swimming Pool will not have to pay entry if they are
going to the pool for their activity. However, if you are not a member please inform your teacher
so the school can pay accordingly.
Appropriate Clothing
·School uniform is to be worn by all students, unless stated otherwise for specific activities.
For example – old clothes or work clothes for painting the sensory room, arts and crafts or tech,
active wear for tabloid sports - appropriate attire for each activity is accepted.
Students can wear comfortable casual clothes for the SSL Activity Day on Monday 13th.
·Students will need to pack their swimming gear for their respective water-based activities:
o Wednesday 8th December – Hopetoun Lake Day
o Thursday 9th December – Swimming Pool
o Tuesday 14th December – Water Activities
o Wednesday 15th December – Swimming Pool
Hopetoun Lake Day
Staff and students will go on an excursion to the Hopetoun Lake on Wednesday 8th December.
Information regarding the excursions and permission forms will be given out separately.
Whole School Lunch and Christmas Dress Up Day
On Wednesday 15th Dec it has been tradition to have a whole school lunch with staff and
students to celebrate the year together as a school community. Of course, this will be done in a
COVID safe way.
Staff and students are encouraged to dress up in their fanciest Christmas attire for the day, so
start looking for your best Christmas costume to wear at the lunch.

P - Year 9 School Activities Week - Week 11 2021

Recess
Period 3

Period 4

Lunch
Period 5

Period 6

** NL - Shake Rattle
and Read Christmas
Special

School For Student
Leadership Activity
Day
School For Student
Leadership Activity Day

Period 2

School For Student
Leadership Activity
Day

Period 1

Monday 13th Dec

Tuesday 14th Dec
Nailed It Cooking
OR
Team Competitions

Wednesday 15th Dec
Tech Wood Work
OR
Christmas Activity
Rotation

** ALL P-6 students are doing the
Christmas Activities Rotation

Thursday 16th Dec

Normal School Day

** Clean up and set up
classrooms and
learning areas for the
2022 year

Friday 17th Dec

** Clean up and set up
classrooms and
learning areas for the
2022 year

OR
Christmas Lunch Set Up ** P-6 dance rehearsal
and practice
Pool
Water Activities P-6
Movie/Games 7-9

Normal School Day

** Set up for
Presentation Day
Helping Hands (odd
- Run through
jobs)
expectations
- Set up Hall
Whole School Lunch
- Hand out some
Students to go to the hall
commendations
OR

** Clean up and set up
classrooms and
learning areas for the
2022 year

at 1:00 to be seated.

Whole School Lunch
Movie/Games P-6
Water Activities 7-9

Movie P-6
Movie 7-9

Normal School Day

School day finishes at
2:00pm

P - Year 9 School Activities Week - Week 10 2021

Period 4

Normal School Day

Normal School Day

Lunch
Period 5

Period 6

Wednesday 8th Dec
Hopetoun Lake Day
Prep – Year 9

Thursday 9th Dec
Christmas Around The
World
OR
Painting the Sensory
Room

N

Normal School Day

Recess
Period 3

Normal School Day

Period 2

Normal School Day

Period 1

Tuesday 7th Dec
ormal School Day

Monday 6th Dec

Hopetoun Lake Day
Prep – Year 9

Gaming Session +
Digitech
OR

Friday 10th Dec
Agriculture + Harvest
Trip
OR
Tabloid Sports
OR
Painting the Sensory
Room

Orienteering
OR

Board Games and
Puzzles

Cooking

Hopetoun Lake Day

Pool

Prep – Year 9

OR

Christmas Activity
Rotation

P-6 leaving the lake between
1:30 – 2:00pm

Science Experiments

7-9 leaving the lake at 2:45pm

OR
Gaming Session +
Digitech
**ALL P-6 students are doing the
Christmas Activities Rotation

For Sale by Tender
Ford Falcon XT Sedan Year:2006
Kilometres: 268253km
Automatic, Power steering, Airconditioned, Light metallic blue
No body damage, no interior damage, regularly serviced, always shedded
Brand New Battery
Sold without RWC or number plates (Government red plates have to be handed in)
Ex- Rainbow P-12 College car only driven on school business predominantly long trips. Surplus to requirements
Highest or any tender not necessarily accepted.
Vehicle can be inspected following Covid Guidelines outside school hours by appointment 0429022739
Tenders close COB Tuesday 14/12/2021 All tenders opened 11am 15/12/2021
All tenders to be submitted addressed as;
“Tender School Car”
c/o Rainbow P-12 College
P.O. Box 232
RAINBOW 3424
Victoria
Contact Murray Robinson 53951063 BH or 0429022739 for any questions or to arrange an inspection

Information about the Mental Health Practitioner
Initiative
Dear Parents/Carers,
Rainbow P-12 College is part of a new state-wide initiative to support student mental health. Your
child’s school has employed a Mental Health Practitioner as part of this initiative, who will be able to
provide counselling and other support to students to help with their mental health. The Mental
Health Practitioner will be based in your child’s school one day a week.
The Mental Health Practitioner initiative provides an opportunity for your child to talk about their
concerns with the Mental Health Practitioner, in a safe and confidential setting.
Please be mindful that, despite being a P-12 College, this initiative is currently only available for
secondary school students.
The Mental Health Practitioner will help your child by:
·responding to any issues that they are having with their mental health,
·making a decision about the best way to support them, and
·booking them in to more appointments if they need them.
The Mental Health Practitioner may also:
·offer feedback, strategies and tools to help your child deal with their concerns, and
·seek permission to provide information to other people such as their school, family, or other health
professionals so they can best support your child, if required.
Students and parents should contact Colleen Petschel, Steven Glover, or Stephen Leach if they
would like to be referred to the Mental Health Practitioner.
Please note, referral and consent documentation will be required before your child can see the
Mental Health Practitioner.
For more information on the Mental Health Practitioner initiative see the Department website:
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/health/mentalhealth/Pages/mental-healthpractitioners-secondary.aspx.
If you have any further questions about this initiative, please feel free to contact Colleen Petschel.

COVID-19 MANAGEMENT UPDATE
Dear Parents and Carers,
Based on advice from the Victorian Chief Health Officer, some significant changes have been
made to how cases of COVID-19 and contacts of cases are managed in schools as we reach the
90% double dose milestone for eligible people.
Schools will continue the process of identifying contacts of a confirmed case of COVID-19 at
schools; contacts will no longer be contacted by the Department of Health with quarantine
requirements. If your child is identified as a contact the school will contact you directly.
Contacts will be required to complete a standard (PCR) test within 24 hours from when they are
identified by the school as a contact.
If the PCR test returns a negative result, the student can immediately return to school, with
evidence of the negative result provided to the school.
It is strongly recommended that contacts complete five days of rapid antigen tests in the morning
before they attend school.
You will be able to obtain these testing kits from testing centres from Monday 22 November if
your child is required to complete a standard PCR test.
Where students are currently in quarantine due to an existing school exposure, they will be able
to provide evidence of a negative standard PCR test and return to school following the
instructions above.
In exceptional circumstances the Department of Health may determine that contacts in significant
school outbreaks are still required to quarantine for seven days. In this scenario, students will be
notified directly of any additional quarantine arrangements.
Face masks will now only be required by staff, visitors and Grades 3 to 6 students in an indoor
space within a primary school (or schools which have primary students such as P-12 school).
The wearing of masks remains recommended elsewhere where physically distancing cannot be
maintained.
As we head into the final few weeks of the school year, please continue to care for yourself and
those around you.
Thank you,
Colleen Petschel
Acting Principal

RAINBOW P-12
COLLEGE
“PRESENTATION NIGHT”
Thursday 16th December, 2021
In the School Assembly Hall
Doors will open at 6pm for a 6:30pm start
All Welcome
Please contact the school on 0353951063 if you require any further
information

Please note, as per Department of Education regulations:
All non-students over the age of 18 must show proof of double vaccination to attend this
event. Thank you for your understanding and cooperation in this matter.

